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Other Matters 

The additional references cited by the Examiner (Maekawa and Kawano ct aL) have been 
considered by applicant, but it is respectfully submitted that these additional references fail to 
overcome the deficiencies of Figs 15-16 and the Marchegiani and Umeda references relative to the 
clatmed invention, as discussed above. 

New claims 2 1-24 arc believed to be allowable based on the foregoing arguments concerning 
the merits of claims 1 and 1 8, as well as on the merits of the limitations presented in the new claims. 
Conclusion 

In conclusion, applicant has overcome the Examiner's objection and rejections as presented 
in the OfEce Action; and moreover, applicant has considered all of the references of record, and it 
is respectfully submitted that the invention as defined by each of the present claims is clearly 
patentably distinct thereover. 

The application is now believed to be in condition for allowance, aad a notice to this effect 
is earnestly solicited. 

Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested- 

If the Examiner is not fully convinced of all of the claims now in the application, applicant 
respectfully requests that she lelephonically contact applicant's under$igne|i^^^ri 
expeditiously resolve prosecution of the application, 

Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
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